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Figure A1. Attribute cluster distribution across countries and time periods. 

 

 

 



Table A2. Codebook for manual coding of immigration topic 

Type of migration 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Involuntary Regular Asylum seeking Refer to immigrants 

that are asylum 

seekers. An 

individual who is 

seeking international 

protection. Article 

specifically uses the 

term “asylum...” 

Arsonists set fire to an 

asylum-seekers' home 

in the eastern German 

town of Strassfurt. 

 Refugee A person who 

qualifies for the 

protection (e.g., by 

UNHCR or EU 

Commission). Code if 

article uses the term 

“refugee” even if they 

are still asylum 

seekers. 

Tunisia welcomes 

hundreds of 

thousands of refugees 

in their homes. 

Voluntary Regular Economic the movement of a 

person or a group of 

persons, either across 

an international 

border motivated 

solely or primarily by 

economic 

opportunities. 

Qatar has made little 

progress on 

improving migrant 

workers' rights. 

 

At least four thousand 

immigrants will 

arrive in Spain in the 

next two years to 

work legally. 

 

 Education the movement of a 

person or a group of 

persons, motivated 

solely or primarily by 

educational 

opportunities. 

Erasmus students, 

international / foreign 

students 

Voluntary/involuntary 

Irregular 

Undocumented/ 

irregular/ illegal 

movement of persons 

that takes place 

outside the laws, 

regulations, or 

international 

agreements 

governing the entry 

into or exit from the 

State of origins, 

transit or destination. 

Code this if term 

“illegal/ irregular/ 

undocumented 

immigrant” is used 

!!! If article states 

“asylum seekers 

Malta has always 

performed its duties 

diligently, and we 

have saved thousands 

of lives of illegal 

immigrants at sea. 



crossing borders 

illegally”, then code 

“asylum” as type + 

“illegal crossing” as 

cognitive attribute. 

 Unaccompanied 

minors 

The movement of a 

person or groups of 

persons that are 

minors (children 

under 18 years old) 

and who migrate 

without adult 

sepervision. The 

article has to specify 

that they are minors 

or children, or 

underaged migrants 

traveling without 

supervision or parents  

!!! If article mentions 

just the age, e.g. 

"including four 

Eritreans aged 

between 16 and 18", 

then that doesn't 

count as 

unaccopanied minor. 

Fifth of children in 

care are lone asylum-

seekers. Refugee 

Council says 80% of 

unaccompanied 

minors are 14-18 and 

largely unsupported 

and unsupervised. 

Other Unspecified 

immigrants/ 

migrants/ foreigners/ 

aliens / family 

reunification / 

environmental 

migrants 

Articles discuss 

immigrants that 

belong to any other 

group aside from 

those stated above. 

Article may discuss 

aspects related to 

migration or migrants 

without specifying 

which type of 

migrants they 

represent. 

After almost two 

months of conflict 

with the authorities, 

the sub-Saharan 

immigrants who were 

expelled from Plaça 

de Catalunya in 

August are 

considering settling in 

another public space 

since 194 of them still 

have no 

accommodation. 

 

In spring 2016, the 

German government 

passed a new 

regulation on family 

reunification, which 

slowed down that 

process.  

 

Origin of migrants 

Category  Description Example 

Africa    

Asia    



Europe    

Latin America and the 

Caribbean 

   

North America    

Oceania    

Unspecified  Article does not refer 

to any specific 

country or region of 

origins 

 

Perspective of reporting 

Category  Description Example 

Media reporting National Immigration/migrants 

are discussed from 

national perspective, 

in the country where 

the newspaper is 

originated. 

!!! if article discusses 

events in the country 

where the newspaper 

is originated and in 

another European 

country, then code 

both National and 

European 

!!! if article discusses 

events in the country 

where the newspaper 

is originated and in a 

country outside 

Europe, then code 

both National and 

International. 

 

 FAZ (German’s 

newspaper) discusses 

migration in Germany 

 European Immigration/migrants 

are discussed within 

European context, 

among European 

countries, or between 

countries of which at 

least one is a 

European country.  

!!! If article discusses 

events in overseas 

departments and 

regions of a European 

country that are 

ourside European part 

→ International. 

FAZ (German’s 

newspaper) discussed 

migration in Greece 

or in Germany and 

Greece. E.g., EU-deal 

with Turkey. 

Distribution of 

refugees between 

European countries 

 International (outside 

Europe) 

Immigration/migrants 

are discussed from 

international 

perspective, in 

FAZ (German’s 

newspaper) discussed 

migration in United 

States. E.g., UNHCR, 



countries other than 

the origin of the 

newspaper or 

European countries. 

UN discussing the 

issue of migration 

EU scope Intra-European 

Migration of EU 

citizens 

Article discusses 

migration of EU 

citizens within EU; 

can be refered to EU 

mobility, free 

movement act, 

Schengen Area. 

 The European Court 

of Justice in 

Luxembourg declared 

the Austrian 

admission restrictions 

for students from 

other EU countries to 

be incompatible with 

Community law.  

 Immigration to EU by 

third-country 

nationals 

Article discusses 

migration of third-

country nationals that 
migrate or want to 

migrate to EU. 

!!! If article does not 

specify country / 

region of origin or it is 

not specifically 

implied, then do not 

code this.  

As the number of 

Syrians fleeing their 

country crossed the 2 
million threshold in 

September, the 

UNHCR asked 

European states to 

symbolically share 

the reception of 

10,000 of them. 

 Immigration crisis Article discusses 

immigration crises in 

Europe or other parts 

of the world (e.g., 

after EU Enlargement 

or refugee crisis). The 

wording crisis has to 

be present in the 

article. 

Turkey, which hosts 

half of the 3.2 million 

refugees who have 

fled Syria, is 

shouldering the 

heaviest burden of 

what yesterday's 

report calls the 

world's worst refugee 

crisis in a generation. 

 Issue attributes 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Immigration is not the 

main topic 

Other topic Immigration is not 

among the main 

topics discussed in the 

article. It may be 

mentioned or used for 

argumentation at 

some parts in the 

article, but in that 

case, it counts as not 

being the main topic.  

!!! If article discusses 

two to three central 

topics and one of 

them is about 

immigration (at least 

30% of the artcile is 

about migration), then 

“Not only foreigner 

residents in Indonesia 

moan about the 

inefficient and corrupt 

bureaucracy in their 

host country. The 

government of 

President Susilo 

Bambang Yudhoyono 

has also recognized 

that administrative 

problems are 

hampering political 

and economic change. 

Finally, Indonesia has 

been developing in a 

fundamentally 



move forward to other 

categories. 

positive direction 

since the end of the 

Suharto regime. Since 

then, economic 

growth has been 

between six and six 

and a half percent 

annually. […]” 

Economy 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Economy Economic burden and 

threat to resources (T) 

Immigration/ migrants 

are discussed in the 

context of economic 

burden on receiving 

country. Article may 

discuss following 

economic aspects 

related to migration:  

exhausting country’s 

economic resources; 

immigration/migrants 

are expensive for the 

host country; host 

country cannot afford 

further 

immigration/migrants; 

migrant unemployment 

as a threat; negative 

effects of illegal migrant 

employment on the 

receiving country; 

migrants are a threat to 

resources (economic, 

natural). Aricles 

mention that there are 

tensions between 

nationals and migrants 

over economic or 

tangible resources.     

Cameron attacks 

Labour over high rate 

of immigration: Tory 

leader says public 

services under great 

strain. . 

 

Because of its rarity, 

the use of firewood 

can also give rise to 

tension with locals. 

 Deterioration of 

wages and Stealing 

jobs (T) 

Immigration leads to 

wage declines for native 

workers. 

Immigration/immigrants 

are taking natives jobs; 

leading to 

unemployment among 

nationals 

The number of 

migrant workers 

coming to the UK 

makes it more 

difficult for UK-born 

workers to find jobs - 

for every 100 

migrants who get a 

job, 23 UK-born 

workers are 

displaced. 

 Economic pull factor 

for migrants / 

Remittance 

Article discusses 

migrant economic 

benefits and pull factors: 

It is no longer sheer 

need that drives 

people away, or at 



how immigrants are 

motivated to migrate 

because of higher 

employment rate; higher 

salary and a perceived 

increase in quality of life 

in receiving country; 

migrants are sending 

money to their home 

country; remittance is 

greater than 

international 

investments; remittance 

important for home 

country’s economy. 

least only in 

exceptional cases. 

People go because 

they can. The more 

attractive training 

opportunities in the 

West are tempting. 

Those who are better 

educated, in 

particular, appreciate 

western cities' 

international 

atmosphere. 

 

Remittances help 

migrants’ families 

and the UK. This is a 

win-win situation, for 

individuals and 

countries receiving 

remittances and for a 

more financially and 

socially inclusive UK. 

 

 Economic benefit (B) Article discusses 

different forms of 

economic benefits that 

immigrants or migration 

in general bring: 

economic immigrants 

investing in host 

country; migrant 

entrepreneurship; 

increased host country's 

GDP because of 

migrants; illegal migrant 

employment as a 

benefit; increased 

workforce; sources of 

income for universities; 

chances for economy, 

from burden to support 

of economy. 

 Without foreign 

workers, the Italian 

economy would be 

paralyzed. 2.6 million 

immigrants regularly 

installed in Italy 

account for nearly 6% 

of the active 

population and 

contribute between 

3.8% and 6%, 

depending on the 

source, the Gross 

Domestic Product 

(GDP).  

 

 “Migrant Hire” was 

co-founded by Syrian 

refugee and developer 

Hussein Shaker, who 

struggled to find work 

in IT when he arrived 

in Germany. 

 

Many argued that new 

migration was 

necessary to keep up 

Europe’s social 

systems. “The 

equation is clear: to 

meet its workforce 



deficit and maintain 

its economic 

dynamism, Europe 

needs migrants”. 

 

There are more than 1 

million international 

students at U.S. 

colleges and 

universities, and they 

contributed $38.7 

billion to the U.S. 

economy in 2019-20. 

 

Integration 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Integration Housing Host country 

providing housing to 

refugees, asylum 

seekers; conditions of 

housing provided by 

the government, e.g., 

refugee hostels, 

refugee 

accommondation 

center; immigrants 

are places in detention 

centers; activities in 

detention centers.  

!!! This does not refer 

to self-made refugee 

camps , e.g., "Jungle 

camp" or camps in 

woods.  

!!! If article discusses 

how the government 

is managing the 

housing then code 

both this and (Failure) 

Daily Management 

attribute . 

Seventeen 

immigrants, including 

14 children, die when 

an accommodation 

center in Paris El Pais 

burns down. 

 

The Government is to 

increase the number 

of immigration 

removal centers. A 

former young 

offender institution in 

Dover will hold 300 

immigration 

detainees.  

 Integration of 

immigrants  

Article discusses 

various aspects 

related to migrant 

integration into the 

host society. General 

procedures and 

assessments of 

achievements and 

access across a variety 

of sectors including 

migrant employment, 

education, and health. 

The Turkish 

community in 

Germany is calling 

for an "integration 

agenda" 2010. A kind 

of quota system is 

important so that 

more migrants are 

represented in public 

service, television and 

radio councils and 

other institutions, thus 



Facilitators that make 

integration easier 

including language, 

education for 

citizenship; migrant 

performance at 

school/ academic 

activities/ academic 

prospects for 

immigrants; 

comparison among 

immigrant groups or 

comparison to 

nationals. 

!!! if article discusses 

integration related to 

housing, then code → 

Housing. 

strengthening 

cooperation. 

 

The number of 

migrant children 

increase in 

universities; Migrants 

outperform national 

students at final 

exams. 

 

 The church's 

kindergarten provides 

daily care for 

newborns and 

preschoolers, while 

their mothers take 

English classes. 

 

 Unsuccessful 

integration of 

immigrants 

Article discusses 

challenges related to 

migrant integration 

into the host society. 

Assessments of 

failure and denied / 

problematic access to 

sectors such as 

migrant employment 

(e.g., prohibition of 

work), education, and 

health; lacking 

language skills; 

unsuccessful migrant 

performance at 

school/ unsuccessful 

academic activities/ 

poor academic 

prospects for 

immigrants; 

comparison among 

immigrant groups or 

comparison to 

nationals; migrants 

population is 

segregated from 

general population, 

e.g., ghettos  

 

This fear has caused 

them to leave their 

homes as little as 

possible and avoid 

participating in social 

and cultural activities, 

and therefore, 

integration in the 

region is more 

difficult. 

 

The number of 

migrant children that 

do not finish second-

level education 

increases. 

 

Perfect English of a 

young Syrian is not 

enough in tourism in 

Tyrol and German 

courses are the 

growing resource 

problem, which is 

strongly outsourced to 

volunteer work. 

 

 Intolerance of civil 

society (O) 

Articles discuss how 

migrant integration in 

society is stymied by 

religious intolerance 

and discriminatory 

attitudes in civil 

society, e.g., denied 

... repeated insistence 

on the nationality of 

criminals only when 

they are not from our 

country. In the article 

in EL PAÍS on the 

arrest of El Solitario, 



employment, 

housing, access to 

education based on 

the color of skin, 

religious beliefs, 

country of origin; 

migrants are not 

treated equally in 

society because of 

their religious, 

cultural, ethnic 

background; media 

reporting on 

immigrants is biased; 

Discussion about how 

social media activities 

are biased / 

algorithms for news 

feeds selection or 

search engine results 

related to immigration 

is biased. 

at no time was there 

any mention of where 

he was from, but 

rather that he was a 

resident of Las Rozas. 

The same did not 

happen with 

Fernanda's killer, who 

was reported to be 

Colombian.  

 Brain drain / gain / 

waste 

Article discusses how 

immigration to other 

countries causes 

reduction of human 

capital, limited 

innovation, reduced 

economic growth in 

home country, or how 

there is a brain drain 

of nationals in 

receiving country; 

how the receiving 

country benefits from 

immigration of a 

highly qualified 

persons; 

migration/immigrants 

who are highly skilled 

yet unemployed or 

work in a low skilled 

work for which they 

are overqualified. 

 In order to get the 

growing shortage of 

skilled workers under 

control, foreign 

specialists would 

have to be given 

easier access to the 

German labor market, 

which would benefit 

the IT industry in 

particular. 

Culture & Society 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Culture and Society Religious / cultural 

conflict (T) 

Immigration/immigrants 

pose a religious threat to 

host-county's society; 

Cultural differences are 

a reason for clashes 

between nationals and 

immigrants. 

According to the new 

law, migrants from 

the three 

predominantly 

Muslim countries 

Afghanistan, 

Bangladesh and 



Immigration/ 

immigrants pose a threat 

to society with everyday 

habits; Immigrants don't 

respect social norms and 

habits of host society; 

immigrants disturb 

nationals with their 

everyday habits (e.g., 

cooking smells, loud 

behavior). Aricles 

mention that there are 

tensions between 

nationals and migrants 

over cultural or religious 

issues.   

Pakistan who have 

illegally entered India 

will be naturalized 

more quickly in the 

future - if they are not 

Muslims. 

 

The "smelly migrant" 

is the most subversive 

of all migrants. 

Societies, including 

Australia, have ways 

of controlling the 

practice of other 

cultures, languages, 

customs or religions, 

but bodily odours just 

can't be contained. 

 

 Undermine national 

values and identity 

(T) 

Immigration/migrants 

pose a threat to national 

identity; immigrants are 

threatening the political 

and legal institutions, 

rules and laws of the 

receiving country; 

immigrants pose a threat 

to "moral principles" 

and standard which 

guide nationals 

(acceptable societal 

values include honesty, 

respect, self-control, 

equality). Aricles 

mention that there are 

tensions between 

nationals and migrants 

over national values / 

identity matters.  

The posters are about 

the "the protection of 

the family and the 

preservation of the 

homeland". 

 Social dissolution (T) Article discusses the 

extent of 

disconnectedness and 

contention among 

nationals in society (e.g., 

increased tension 

between politically left 

leaning voters and 

politically right leanings 

voters) → from 

nationals’ perspective. 

With the refugee 

crisis following so 

soon after Europe's 

debt crisis, the 

development "could 

certainly make the 

economic situation 

very much worse". [..] 

You get this growing 

in-equality, which is 

combined with 

slowing growth, and 

that's a really terrible 

thing because it puts 

people at war with 

each other. 



 Multiculturism (B) Immigration leads to 

richness of culture and 

society; natives 

openness to immigrants; 

joined social activities 

between nationals and 

migrants. 

 

Security & Crime 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Security and crime Terrorism and 

Security (T) 

Immigration/immigrants 

are source of terrorism; 

immigrants are the 

terrorists; immigration/ 

migrants are not 

explicitly described as 

terrorists or source of 

terrorism, but is 

discussed in the same 

article and in some way 

connected; keywords 

"terrorist", "terrorism" 

in receiving and/or 

home country; 

Immigration/migrants 

are the source of 

increased crime in 

receiving country; 

migration is a security 

threat to receiving 

country. 

The posters are about 

the "increase in crime, 

especially that 

emanating from 

migrants". 

 

A Chechen woman 

who came to the 

Netherlands as a 

refugee more than 15 

years ago has taken 

her two primary 

school aged children 

to Syria apparently 

joined Islamic State. 

 

The German state of 

Lower Saxony 

witnessed a 10.4 

percent increase in 

crime at the height of 

the migration crisis. 

 Health (T) Article discusses health 

threats that migration 

may cause on host 

country; health 

insurance for migrants 

or checks that need to be 

done in order to enter the 

host country 

European residents 

are at “low risk” of 

contracting 

communicable 

diseases as TB or HIV 

from migrants, 

although the latter 

group is more likely 

to fall victim to such 

illness.  

 Illegal activities / soft 

crimes (P) 

Criminal acts or 

malicious activities by 

immigrants (e.g., sham 

marriage, forging 

documents, buying 

passports); criminal 

activities in refugee 

camps by refugees; or 

crimes and fighting 

between immigrants 

(e.g., between 

immigrants’ gangs) 

A Nigerian man was 

snatched from his 

bride-to-be just 

minutes before he was 

to say 'I do'. Femi 

Adesosi (28) from 

Lagos planned to 

marry in a civil 

ceremony at Carlow 

registry office in 

January. Mr Adesosi 

had been on the run 



from the authorities 

since July. 

 Human trafficking  Articles discusses 

aspects of human 

trafficking. How 

migrants are smuggled 

into a host country 

Only a few people 

arrived spontaneously 

in Britain seeking 

asylum, compared 

with huge numbers 

being brought to ports 

by criminals, he said.   

 Children exploitation 

(V) 

Migrant minors are 

exploited in forced 

labor, marriage, modern 

slavery, sexual 

exploitation 

The French Ministry 

of Education 

organised a day of 

awareness raising in 

schools to combat 

cases of marriages 

agreed without the 
daughter's consent. 

The initiative comes 

after detecting a 

progressive increase 

in these practices 

among immigrant 

communities of Arab 

or African origin. 

 Migrants as victims/ 

Violent attacks on 

immigrants (V) 

Asylum seekers are 

victims of terrorism in 

host country; attacks on 

refugee camps/housing; 

hate crimes against 

migrants in host country 

The unidentified 

attackers threw an 

incendiary device 

through a window 

into an empty room in 

the refugees' hostel, 

home to 25 asylum-

seekers, shortly 

before midnight local 

time, said police. 

 War/ crimes/ unrests 

in home country (V) 

Immigration is the result 

of war/crimes in home 

country; migrants 

fleeing wars/political 

unrests or systems; 

migrants fleeing home 

country due to 
persecution on the basis 

of religion or different 
beliefs; Immigrants 

defect from home 

country military and 

seeks refuge in host 

country. 

Nine thousand Syrian 

refugees live inside 

the Kilis camp just 

across the Turkish 

border. They are men, 

women and children, 

the displaced and 
dispossessed, most 

traumatized by the 
violence that they 

witnessed in their 

homeland, many 

bereaved, some 

injured. 

 Immigrants as 

police/security force 

(B) 

Immigrants are 

employed or become 

official members of 

police/security/ military 

force in host country. 

 And Admiral said 

this in reference to the 

recruitment of 

foreigners “ a large 

part of the work 

comparable to that of 

ordinary soldiers is 



done in Spain by 

immigrants”. 

 Border control 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Border control Illegal crossing (P) Immigrants are 

crossing borders 

illegally; Conflict 

between immigrants 

and border guards. 

Macedonia has sent back 

hundreds of refugees to 

Greece, a day after they 

bypassed a border fence 

to head further north into 

Europe. 

 

Some 700 people who 

had illegally crossed the 

border into Serbia in the 

last few days were 

transferred yesterday 

from the registration 

centre to Szeged railway 

station. 

 

 Death of migrants 

during border 

crossing (V) 

Article discusses the 

danger of border 

crossing; drownings 

of migrants during 

border crossing; 

migrants dying on the 

border , e.g., shot by 

border guards of 

receiving country. 

At least 19 North African 

refugees were killed on 

Sunday evening when a 

boat capsized off the east 

coast of the Spanish 

Canary Island sel 

Lanzarote. 

 Denied entry Receiving countries 

are refusing to let 

migrants in host 

country; receiving 

countries are building 

walls/fences on 

borders. 

Rome refuses to let 

migrants rescued by its 

own coastguard onto 

Italian soil. 

 

The Government wants 

to reinforce patrol boats 

in the Aegean Sea 

against Turkey to block 

any attempt to pass boats 

full of migrants. 

 

Court & Regulation 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Court, regulation & 

legislation  

Deportation Article discusses any 

form and process of 

immigrant deportation 

by host-country 

officials; legal 

processes, court rulings 

for deportation due to 

criminal 

activities/history; “no 

Hundreds of refugees 

deported back to 

flooded camps in 

Greece 

 

The agreement 

between Berlin and 

Athens on the 

repatriation of 



right to re-entry” for 

foreigners who have 

committed crimes; 

deportation of 

immigrants that is 

against asylum seeking 

rights, in some cases 

before official decision 

about refugee status 

has been made. 

refugees is in place. 

The agreement, which 

Berlin has already 

reached with Spain, 

stipulates that 

refugees who are 

apprehended at the 

German-Austrian 

border can be sent 

back to Greece within 

48 hours if they have 

already filed an 

asylum application 

there. 

 

The Strasbourg court 

ruled that 

deportations to 

Baghdad should be 

suspended. That 

decision was not 

immediately 

publicised by the 

Home Office or made 

known to Iraqis who 

could have avoided 

being removed.         

Amnesty 

International called 

on European 

governments to halt 

forcible deportations 

to Baghdad and 

respect the court's 

decision. 

 Citizenship/ 

residency matters 

Article discusses legal 

processes, court rulings 

for migrant’s 

citizenship/residency 

rights; Migrants 

(children of migrants) 

are eligible to 

citizenship/residency 

of host country; 

naturalization process. 

This attribute refers to 

neutral events related 

to 

citizenship/residency 

right. 

!!! It doesn’t refer to 

discriminating migrant 

rights by 

institutions/laws/public 

servants → 

20% of immigrants 

registered in the 

county of Osona did 

not obtain a residence 

permit in the 

extraordinary 

regularization process 

prior to the reform of 

the Law on 

Foreigners. 



Discrimination of 

immigrant rights 

 

 Discrimination of 

immigrant rights (V) 

Courts/ border control/ 

policies do not respect 

human/ migrants 

rights; legal processes 

that are against 

migrants/asylum 

seekers rights.  

!!! It must be stated in 

the articles that it is 

against immigrant 

rights or equivalent and 

not a coders 

interpretation of the 

text 

Section 12 of the 

Immigration Act 

2004, which made it a 

criminal offence for a 

non-national to fail to 

produce a passport or 

equivalent document, 

was found to be 

unconstitutional.  

Daily Management 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Daily management Daily management Articles discuss how a 

receiving country 

manages migration on 

daily basis, e.g., 

immigrant 

registration system, 

recognition of legal 

documents; border 

control systems; 

practical management 

of refugee camps; 

these are activities of 

practical nature that 

are intended for bring 

order in the receiving 

country. This includes  

procedures that 

migrants have to 

undergo when 

arriving at a host 

country. At a national 

level, but if article 

discusses situation in 

camps (access to 

food, water, basic 

amenities) provided 

by the UN then also 

code this attribute 

!!! if article discusses 

management of 

political 

responsibility, 

agreements with other 

countries → Political 

Anyone who has a 

suitable plot of land 

rents it out to the 

municipality as 

accommodation for 

recognized asylum 

seekers or such 

refugees who are sent 

from the large initial 

reception centers 

operated by the 

federal states to the 

municipalities in 

individual quarters. 

The state government 

of Rhineland-

Palatinate must make 

room for about 48,000 

refugees this year, 

many of the initial 

reception facilities are 

full. 

 

For two weeks, 159 

Serbs crossed the 

border illegally. I 

admit that we were 

surprised, but it's 

going well. From the 

moment they apply 

for refugee status, we 

follow a clear 

procedure. 

 



responsibility 

!!! if article discusses 

legal processes, court 

rulings for citizenship 

or residency rights → 

Citizenship/residency 

matters 

!!! if article discusses 

policy proposals / 

policy matters → 

Politics 

!!! if article discusses 

integration efforts, 

government 

facilitating 

integration → 

Integration. 

The Integral 

Surveillance System 

(SIVE) in the Canary 

Islands will be 

reinforced with the 

installation of three 

fixed thermal radars. 

This was stated in a 

report on the actions 

of the central 

government in the 

fight against illegal 

immigration.  

 

 Failure daily 

management 

Articles discuss how a 

receiving country 

fails at managing 

migration on daily 

basis, e.g., immigrant 

registration system, 

recognition of legal 

documents; border 

control systems; 

failure to provide 

basic amenities in 

refugee camps; these 

are activities of 

practical nature that 

are intended for bring 

order in the receiving 

country, but are not 

sufficient or are 

failing.At a national 

level, but if article 

discusses poor 

conditions in camps 

(access to food, water, 

basic amenities) 

provided by the UN 

then also code this 

attribute 

!!! if article discusses 

failure of political 

responsibility, 

agreements with other 

countries → Political 

responsibility 

!!! if article discusses 

legal processes, court 

rulings for citizenship 

or residency rights → 

Citizenship/residency 

More than 600 

successful asylum 

seekers are unable to 

leave direct provision 

accommodation 

across the State due to 

the current housing 

crisis. [..] it is the rent 

allowance system, 

which is not managed 

well with delayed 

payments to tenants 

who are then obliged 

to pay landlords. 

 

 New asylum office 

struggles with 

massive IT problems. 

The Federal Office for 

Asylum and Aliens 

should have 

facilitated 

bureaucratic 

procedures about 

seven weeks after 

opening, the opposite 

is true. 

 

US Congressman 

Brendan Boyle said 

Mr Byrne's case 

shows "just how 

broken" the US 

immigration system 

is. 



matters 

!!! if article discusses 

policy proposals / 

policy matters → 

Politics 

!!! if article discusses 

unsuccessful 

integration efforts, 

government 

facilitating 

integration 

unsuccessfully → 

Integration. 

 

 Aid / Assistance to 

refugees (S) 

Article discusses 

temporary 

humanitarian aid to 

refugee camps in 

crisis situations; 

citizens or civic 

society groups are 

helping or in any 

other way giving aid 

to immigrants in need. 

This refers to a help of 

a practical nature 

!!! if article discusses 

criminal activities by 

asylum seeker or 

aimed to harm asylum 

seekers in refugee 

camps → Security 

and Crime 

!!! If article discusses 

any forms of political 

activism (e.g., 

protesting, signing 

petition) → Pro-

immigration 

protests/activism. 

!!! If article discusses 

assistance/aid to 

migrant groups that is 

not intended to solve 

immediate crisis or 

migrant survival is 

not dependent on the 

given aid → Daily 

Management. 

 

Church asylum as last 

resort.     Tens of 

thousands of migrants 

from Latin America 

fear to be deported by 

Trump. Pastors like 

Fred Morris offer 

protection.      

 

The EU is providing 

an additional ten 

million euros for 

Syrian refugees. The 

money is intended to 

benefit those who 

have fled to Turkey 

and internally 

displaced persons. 

The commission has 

allocated a total of 

187 million.     

 

Politics 

Category Attribute Description Example 



Politics  Political competition/ 

drama 

Immigration is used 

as a topic for political 

competition/ disputes 

between political 

parties, politicians, 

politicians and third 

parties over 

immigration policy; it 

is mentioned in the 

article that there are 

disputes/ 

disagreements/ 

accusations/ 

criticism; disputes 

before elections; 

election campaign 

disputes. Atribute can 

be at national, 

European, and 

International level. 

Hard men meet up to 

wage a joint war on 

illegal immigrants. 

MICHAEL 

McDowell and John 

Reid get on well 

together because they 

have a lot in common.  

Both are responsible 

for their nation's 

security, both like to 

play the hard man and 

both are shipping 

heavy criticism from 

the opposition this 

week.   

 Immigration policy Articles discuss 

developments of 

immigration policy in 

a host country; 

changes in 

immigration policy; 

general evaluation of 

policy, naturalization 

policy by politicians, 

government bodies 

often accompanied 

with wording policy, 

policy proposal, 

proposal; government 

efforts/proposals to 

foster high skilled 

migration or point-

based system. This 

refers to policies at 

national level in the 

host country 

!!! if article discusses 

specifically “anti-

immigration” policies 

→ “limiting” policy 

!!! if article discusses 

how a country 

manages migration on 

daily bases, how the 

system is run 

practically → Daily 

Management. 

ÖVP and SPÖ 

approach the new 

asylum law. 

According to the new 

law, the second 

instance of the asylum 

procedure is to be 

upgraded and a 

separate asylum court 

is to be established.     

 

Does Wien want 

immigrants? The city 

wants to make itself 

more attractive for 

qualified immigrants. 

It was actually a very 

nice idea to form an 

immigration 

commission in 

Vienna. 

 Policy/policy 

proposals for limiting 

immigration (O) 

Articles discusses 

government 

efforts/proposals to 

To fight against the 

influx of illegal 

immigrants, Nicolas 



deter asylum-seeking 

applicants from 

coming to their 

country; 

efforts/proposals for 

not legalizing illegal 

employment of 

migrants; policy 

proposals for making 

it harder for migrants 

to migrate/reside 

legally in receiving 

country; policy that 

restricts family 

unification.  

Sarkozy wants to re-

establish the control 

of residence visas for 

foreigners visiting 

France. He 

announced it last 

Thursday to the heads 

of foreigners' offices 

of the prefectural civil 

servants he had 

invited to a working 

meeting. The minister 

explained to them that 

a legislative reform 

was underway on the 

subject. 

 Pro-immigration 

protests/activism (S) 

Natives/ companies 

call for/ participate in 

pro-immigration 

protests; different 

forms of political 

activism (mandate 

building in the 

community, writing 

letters to newspapers, 

petitioning elected 

officials, running or 

contributing to a 

political campaign, 

boycott of businesses, 

demonstrative forms 

of activism like 

rallies, street marches, 

strikes, sit-ins, or 

hunger strikes) in 

support for 

immigration 

!!! if article discusses 

aid to migrants → 

Daily management 

Aid / assistance. 

Up to 30 people 

staged a protest 

against the 

deportations outside 

the Garda bureau 

headquarters 

 Anti-immigration 

protests/activism (O) 

Natives/ companies 

call for/participate in 

anti-immigration 

protests; different 

forms of political 

activism (mandate 

building in the 

community, writing 

letters to newspapers, 

petitioning elected 

officials, running or 

contributing to a 

political campaign, 

boycott of businesses, 

A Fianna Fail 

councilor said the 

number of asylum-

seekers living in 

Ennis in 

accommodation 

provided by the health 

board had pushed up 

dramatically the cost 

of rented 

accommodation. 

"Someone is going to 

have to shout stop. 

We are running out of 



demonstrative forms 

of activism like 

rallies, street marches, 

strikes, sit-ins, or 

hunger strikes) in 

opposition to 

immigration. 

accommodation for 

our own people," he 

said. "We have 

enough of asylum-

seekers as a 

percentage of the 

town's population. 

We must write to the 

Minister for Justice to 

point that out and 

request him not to 

send any more." 

Crisis Management 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Political 

responsibility / Crisis 

management 

Political 

responsibility & crisis 

management 

Article discusses how 

migration and / or 

refugee crisis should 

be or is managed 

politically at 

European level, 

between EU countries 

and third countries, or 

on an international 

level; it is about 

political 

responsibility; EU 

migration policy; 

agreements between 

countries; 

international treaties 

and regulations, e.g., 

EU migration 

agreement with 

Turkey, Dublin 

Regulation of 

refugee-admission 

quotas, Free 

Movement Act; how 

political 

responsibility and 

refugee share should 
be distributed; 

upholding refugee 

quotas 

!!! if article discusses 

a single country’s 

activities on a daily 

basis to manage 

migration → Daily 

management 

!!! If article discusses 
immigration policy in 

a single country that is 

More than 250,000 

refugees came to 

Europe this year. In 

view of the crisis, 

Austria's Foreign 

Minister and also 

German politicians 

are calling for 

stronger EU 

measures. Kurz wants 

more money for 

measures in the 

refugees' countries of 

origin; he also calls 

for military action 

against the Islamic 

state. 

 

The government of 

Senegal announced 

that 4,000 immigrants 

from its country will 

arrive in Spain to 

work legally. This 

process is part of the 

agreements signed 

with Spain on 
immigration, which 

involved the 

repatriation of 

"undocumented" 

immigrants who had 

worked illegally. 

 

Spain's government is 

opposed to the 

tightening of the rules 
for the detention of 

immigrants - a 



not a response to the 

geopolitical context 

of migration crisis → 

Politics  

!!! if articles discuss 

unsuccessful and 

failure of political 

responsibility and 

crisis management → 

Failure of political 

responsibility. 

minimum period of 

internment of 3 

months for irregular 

migrants who are to 

be expelled from EU 

territory. Hungary is 

opposed for the 

opposite reason. 

 Failure of political 

responsibility & crisis 

management 

Article discusses the 

failure of managing 

migration and / or 

refugee crisis 

politically on a 

European level, 

between EU countries 

and third countries, or 

on an international 

level; article states 

that it is not working 

or is problematic;  

geopolitics – not 

adhering to 

agreements between 

countries, 

international treaties 

and regulations, e.g., 

EU migration 

agreement with 

Turkey, Dublin 

Regulation of 

refugee-admission 

quotas, Free 

Movement Act; 

avoiding political 

responsibility; not 

upholding refugee 

quotas 

!!! if article discusses 

failures of a single 

country’s activities on 

a daily basis to 

manage migration → 

Failure daily 

management 

 

While Tunisia 

welcomes refugees in 

their homes, the 

European Union is 

having problems with 

the distribution of 

22,000 immigrants - 

when it needs about 

500,000 to 

compensate for the 

demographic deficit - 

and is about to rebuild 

the internal borders. 

Development & other 

Category Attribute Description Example 

Development / 

Statistics 

Development Articles discuss migration 

trends, developments; 

mentioning at the same time 

Statistics for the 

year 1999; 

Naturalizations on 



aspects that increase (e.g., 

asylum applications) and that 

decrease (e.g., migrant 

unemployment); migratory 

patterns (e.g., due to natural 

disasters); statistics of increase 

of migration; statistics of 

decrease of migration; attribute 

includes real numbers.  

!!! If article specifically 

discusses polarization and 

disagreements among nationals 

→ social dissolution. 

 

the rise, 

deportations on the 

decline.  

  

The naked figures 

are distressing. So 

far this year, at least 

49 immigrants have 

died in their race to 

escape poverty. 

Last year 103 died. 

Figures, data, faces, 

bodies. 

  

From a few dozen in 

May, the number of 

migrants landing on 

the five islands 

increased to 3,122 

in June, 7,122 in 

August and even 

10,258 in 

September.  

 

Last year there were 

a total of 11,641 

applications for 

asylum, the largest 

ever. 

 

The Spanish 

authorities have 

been watching the 

figures for irregular 

immigration with 

relief for three 

months. The 

entries, an average 

of some 1,200 a 

month, show that 

the flows have 
dropped 

considerably since 

January and have 

fallen to levels 

below those 

recorded in 2018. 

 

Human interest 

story 

 Article includes emotional 

aspects of immigrant's or any 

other person's experiencee. It 

should evoke emotional 

reaction, but should not 

necessarily be the center point 

of the story. 

Femi Adesosi (28) 

from Lagos planned 

to marry Kildare 

hairdresser Laura 

Behan (19) in a civil 

ceremony at Carlow 

registry office in 



January. It was 

widely 

acknowledged that 

Ms Behan had been 

duped by Mr 

Adesosi who took 

advantage of her 

genuine feelings for 

him. 

 

Not knowing what 

has become of Luca 

- whom he 

described as "often 

sick", even in the 

Netherlands - and 

Aysha, he said, was 

"crushing my soul". 

Other migration 

related 

Other related Code this attribute when article 

discusses a topic related to 

migration, but no previous 

attribute fits to description, e.g., 

migration from historic point of 

view (before year 2000), 

terminology related to 

migration/immigrants/refugees/ 

etc, literature about 

immigration. 

"We can't take them 

all" by Livia Klingl 

Kremayr & 

Scheriau Klingl 

describes in their 

book on the one 

hand the situation of 

asylum seekers and 

refugees in Austria 

in the past and today 

- and describes in 

short portraits 

sometimes mad 

refugee stories. 

 

May wanted to 

review the 

international legal 

definition of asylum 

and refugee status 

so it recognised the 

"huge difference" 

between a young 

Syrian family 

fleeing Islamic 

State and a student 

have overstayed 

their visa.   

Actors 

Category  Description Example 

Government Local, Regional, 

National, 

Supranational / 

international 

Executive branch on a 

local, national, or 

supranational level. 

This includes 

government bodies, 

Mayor, local 

administrative board, 

regional governor, 

regional government, 

Chancellor, President, 



e.g, Immigration 

office of the country 

prime Minister, 

government, Cabinet, 

EU Commission, 

Minister, Immigration 

Office, Federal Office 

for Migration and 

Refugees. 

Other political actors Local, Regional, 

National, 

Supranational / 

international 

Any political actor 

that is not part of the 

government 

(executive branch). A 

legislative body that 

governs local, 

national, 

supranational 

government areas. All 

chambers, including 

parliamentary 

fractions of political 

parties. Political 

parties, politicians of 

political parties, 

opposition, political 

organizations, 

political orientations 

of parties, i.e., 

liberals, 

conservatives, social 

democrats etc. 

!!! emphasis on titles 

or parties, (if coding 

in QDAMiner avoid 

highlighting specific 

names of politicians). 

 

Local council, 

municipal council, 

regional parliament, 

Bundestag, House of 

Lords, parliamentary 

fraction of the SPD, 

The European 

Parliament, the 

Council of the 

European Union, the 

General Assembly of 

the UN, CDU, AFD, 

Labor Party, ÖVP, 

Scottish National 

Party leader 

Judiciary Local, Regional, 

National, 

Supranational / 

international 

The judiciary is the 

system of courts that 

interprets, defends, 

and applies the laws. 

This attribute 

represents judiciary 

actors that are 

appointed by the 

government 

institution (e.g. 

judges) and not legal 

experts that practice 

law privately (e.g., 

lawyers) 

!!! if artile mentions 

lawyers → Experts. 

Local public 

prosecutor, judges, 

juries, National public 

prosecutor, European 

Court of Justice, 

International Court of 

Justice. 

Police and security 

agencies 

 Law enforcement 

officers and 
emergency service 

personnel  

Border control, police 

officers, Armed 
Forces; Frontex 



Other international 

organizations  

 An organization 

established by a treaty 

or other instrument 

governed by 

international law and 

possessing its own 

legal personality, 

such as the United 

Nations, the World 

Health Organization 

and NATO 

UNHCR, European 

Central Bank, World 

Bank,  

Experts/professionals, 

Think tanks  

 Organization or an 

individual that 

specializes in the field 

discussed in the 

article. It can be 

research centers, 

professors, 

specialists, experts, 

think-tanks.   

!!! if article mentions 

non-expert private 

enterprises → 

Commercial 

enterprise. 

Economic Expert 

Group (EEG), Centre 

for Economic Policy 

Research (CEPR), TU 

Ilmenau, Oxford 

University, Migration 

research center, 

British Future (a pro-

integration think tank) 

Traditional media 

organizations, Social 

Media & Online sources 

 Organizations, head 

of media outlet, 

journalists; Online 

platform, social 

media, head of 

organizations 

!!! code this only if 

the actor expresses 

his/her opinion on the 

matter of migration or 

if social media are 

being used a tool for 

obtain a goal related 

to migration, .e.g., 

Facebook’s algorithm 

is biased against 

migration topic. 

Editor, A columnist at 

the Guardian, 

Facebook, Youtube, 

Instagram, twitter, 

Google News, Reddit, 

BuzzFeed  

Commercial enterprise  Regular commercial 
enterprise that is not 

owned by the 

government, non-

governmental 

organizations.  

Amazon, EXHIBIT 
GLOBAL Company 

Civic society 

organizations and 

groups 

Religious org. and 

groups 

Organizations whose 

identity and mission 

are derived from a 

religious or spiritual 

tradition and which 

operate as registered 

or unregistered, 

The Pope, the Vicar, 

Father ..., Imam, 

Rabi, congregation of 

St. Peter's church 



nonprofit, voluntary 

entities 

 Solidarity and human 

rights org 

A group or 

organization that 

promotes the 

implementation of 

human rights in its 

many forms 

Pro Asyl, Anti-Racist 

Alliance, 

Arbeiterwohlfahrt, 

Amnesty 

International   

 Other civic groups Other civic groups 

that do not represent 

human rights, 

religious, political 

issues, e.g., a minority 

groups, work unions, 

student groups, 

diaspora  

Workers Association, 

Irish Property 

Owners' Association, 

Trade Unions, Sports 

Associations, The 

Association Of Polish 

Students and 

Graduates in Great 
Britain (ZSAPWB), 

Typisch Deutsch e.V. 

 Political extremist 

groups 

A group that 

represents extreme 

political ideologies, 

includes vague 

descriptions; anti-

immigration/ anti-

Islam organizations  

!!! Radical political 

parties should be 

coded as political 

party. 

PEGIDA; 

“skinheads” or “right-

wing extremists” 

Citizens  Citizens of 

host/receiving 

country, nationals, 

locals, voters 

 

Immigrants  Everyone that has 

migrated to host 

country; Citizen of 

host country with 

migrant background, 

born in other country 

and naturalized (holds 

a citizenship of host 
country) 

Green Card holders; 

Blue card holders; 

Erasmus students; 

asylum seeker with 

pending asylee status, 

refugee with granted 

refugee status; 

temporary visa holder 

Criminal groups  Criminal groups and 

their members that 

may be nationals of 

the host country, 

immigrants, or 

someone with migrant 

background; terrorist 

groups of any kind 

Criminal gangs, 

Mafia, Islamic State, 

Al Qaida 

Other  Code this actor when 

article discusses an 

actor that does not fit 
to any previously 

 



defined category of 

actors 

Note. (B) – benefit; (T) – threat; (P) – perpetrator; (S) – support; (V) – victim; (O) – opposition; * - 

refers to national / European / or international level 

 



Table A3. Intercoder reliability of manual coding among three coders 

Attribute N 
Cronbach's 

alpha 

Type 

Asylum seeking 150 0.943 

Refugee 150 0.932 

Economic 150 0.882 

Education 150 0.878 

Undocumented / illegal / irregular 150 0.945 

Unaccompanied minors 150 0.896 

Unspecified / other 150 0.782 

Reporting and migration perspective 

National 150 0.876 

European 150 0.793 

Outside Europe / International 150 0.863 

Immigration crisis 150 0.850 

  

Immigration not the main topic 150 0.859 

Economy 

Economic burden and threat to resources (T) 150 0.823 

Economic pull factor for migrants / Remittance 150 0.807 

Economic benefits and opportunities (B) 150 0.858 

Integration 

Integration of migrants 150 0.824 

Unsuccessful integration 150 0.737 

Intolerance of civic society (O) 150 0.822 

Culture and Society 

Religious, cultural, national values and identity conflict (T) 150 0.906 

Social disputes among nationals (T) 150 0.674 

Multiculturism (B) 150 0.907 

Security and Crime 

Terrorism and Security (T) 150 0.674 

Illegal activities / soft crimes (P) 150 0.816 

Human trafficking / smuggling 150 0.868 

Migrants as victim / violent attacks 150 0.755 

War / crimes / unrest in home country 150 0.859 

Migrants as police / security (B) 150 0.750 

Border control     

Illegal crossing (P) 150 0.925 

Death of migrants during border crossing 150 0.903 

Denied entry 150 0.694 

Court and Legal     

Deportation 150 0.916 

Citizenship / residency and migrant rights 150 0.830 

Daily management and Housing 

Daily management and Housing 150 0.793 



Failure daily management and Housing 150 0.776 

Aid and assistance (S) 150 0.864 

Politics 

Political competition/ drama 150 0.796 

Immigration policy 150 0.794 

Policy for limiting migration (O) 150 0.828 

Pro-migration activism / protests (S) 150 1.000 

Anti-migration activism / protests (O) 150 0.835 

International political responsibility 

International political responsibility 150 0.811 

Failure of international political responsibility 150 0.789 

Other 

Increase developments 150 0.779 

Decrease developments 90 0.492 

Human interest story 150 0.800 

 

 

 

 



Table A4. Factor loadings of media coverage attributes related to immigration across attribute 

clusters. 

Attribute Cluster Attribute 
Factor 

Loading 

Border control  Human trafficking / smuggling 0.65 
 Death of migrants during border crossing 0.63 
 Illegal crossing 0.63 
 Daily management and housing 0.41 

International responsibility Failure of international political responsibility 0.68 
 International political responsibility 0.67 
 Immigration crisis 0.65 

Policy and rights Deportation 0.64 
 Citizenship / residency and migrant rights 0.60 
 Immigration policy 0.46 
 Policy for limiting migration 0.33 

Integration Integration of migrants 0.70 
 Unsuccessful integration 0.68 

Economic aspects Economic pull factor for migrants/Remittance 0.66 
 Economic benefits and opportunities 0.64 
 Economic burden and threat to resources 0.45 

Social disputes Anti-migration activism / protests 0.62 
 Social disputes among nationals 0.61 

Culture and national values Multiculturalism 0.76 

 Religious, cultural, national values, and identity 

conflict 

0.56 

Civic intolerance Migrants as victim / violent attacks 0.72 
 Intolerance of civic society 0.59 

Security Terrorism and Security 0.77 
 Illegal activities / soft crimes 0.63 

Civic aid and assistance Pro-migration activism / protests 0.76 
 Aid and assistance 0.51 

Note. Excluded variables: Increase, decrease, political drama, war/crimes at home country, denied entry, human 

interest story, failure daily management. 
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